Kal Nidere or Kol Nidre

We call the night of Kippur Kal nidre, not Kol nidre, as most (all?) communities do. To show this, our
books print a meteg next to the kamats (left below) making it a (Ann) 21aT ynj7 and thus pronounced
as the in apple. Other books print a makaf between the two words (right below) making it a |uj7 yny
and thus pronounced as in open.
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The reason for this is not known to me, but the discussion is definitely very old. Rabbi Chaim
Benvenisti (1603-1673) lived in the Ottoman Empire. He wrote in his book Pesach Meubin section 34
that Kal is common; but that he heard Kol in Constantinople, see below.

1603-1673 ,%x w' ja o»n ,nwian - 'MYIAIA DN Y ATAN YTOI ['21YN NOO

D003 0mED fop30 N : eiodo opn 0P PN OFWE IELD
oD IPE £30H 35 3y ipmsp 3o ;ipon o dy asmp 4790 e b
o0 1 b papdorsen (o1opa o6k prpd b onnp iedar o
6250 93522133 3 fom A3 0“3ip3 b1 011903 0.7 Frovh b Ao DIER 1A DIP
AR O™y 4”50 sy b5 Arapl famn 1395 0933 Fsimofosing e 1
"5 HIED 300001 30000 I0H Po 3"ovkr 6" Iin31b [ap3 ik Pt cao frop
Mo oh M paon tpEDE 21 FRp3 49201973 391 fop 3o popd S0

Rabbi Benvenisti explains the issue but has no ruling what is right. He concludes that “ XT'9j7 'R
n1a”, there is no significance to this. But he rules that one should follow the general minhag and say
Kal, which thus is what we do.

Based on input from Rabbi Daniel Aaron Glauberman, September 2025

See the text from Rabbi Chaim Benvenisti:
https://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=10568&st=&pgnum=10
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